What's the spring show
for Wisconsin Philharmonic?

‘Classics in
Bloom,’ naturally

Work by
Oconomowoc’s
Jacob Beranek
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The Wisconsin Philhar-
1 monic, Waukesha's premier
orchestra sinee 1947, along
with pianist Andrew Russo,
presents its spring concert
*Classics in Bloom,” a show-
case of pairiotic symphonic
pieces by renowned com-
posers of vesteryvear and
contemporary Ceonomowos
composer Jacob Beranek.
“Classics  in  Bloom,”
which will be held at 3 pm.
Sunday at

Sharon Lynne Wilson center;
will feature performances of
Dimitri Shostakovich's “Fes-
tive Overture,” Franz Liszt's
“Piano Concerto Mo, 1 in E-
Flat Major,” and the main
concert piece, Jean Sibelius
“Symphony Mo. 2 in D
Major."

"The whole concert, musl-
cally, iz a celebration of a
mode of composition we
call, ‘festive nationalism,’
sald Alexander Platt, musi-
cal director of the Wiscon-
sin Philharmonie for the
last 20 vears.

For the first time under
Platt's direction, the orches-
tra will perform Sibelius’
stirring svmphony, which
the musical director feels
has many modern elements,
like rhythm and phrasing.

The composer is one of
Platt's favorites. “T just wor-
ship hiz music. He is one of
the greatest composers to
walk the earth,” the director
sald.

T Beranek, 19, wrote
“Pamatnik” to commemo-
rate 100 vears of  indepen-
dence of the country that is
now the Czech Republic.
“This piece is my way of cel-
sbrating my heritage as a
Czech-American, an homage
to the resilient spirit of thé
Czech peaple and a symbol
of thelr enduring connec-
tion with the American
nation,” the compaser said.

‘Pamatnik™ was
formed at Prague Castle by
the Czech Republic's nation-
al band and was later com-

" missioned by the Wisconsin
Philharmonic.

“This is a substantial work
he (Beranek) has written for
a large orchestra. If's very
evocative and exciting. We
are more than happy to cele-
brate this gifted young com-
posdr,” Platt safd.

Brookfield's |

heritage will be among the
works featured at the Wiscon-
sin Philharmonic's spring con-
cert Sunday, -

The Liszt composition,
which will be performed by
Russo, is very challenging to
play. “It's one of the most
technleally demanding
pieces in repertoire,” Platt -
added. “Andy is just a stellar
miusician.”

The Wisconsin Philhar-
monic typically performs
approximately seven con-
certs a year, including
Christmas, Flag Day, and the
quite popular 5t. Patrick's
Day concert. Platt sald that
concert ticket sales have
increased in the past few
years. “This season has been
a real revival for us™ he
noted.

The crchestra consists of
30-60 musicians from diverse
backgrounds, among them
elementary school teachers —
and members of the Milwau-
kee and Madison & ki
Orchestras. SIS

Now celebrating 72 vears,
the Wisconsin Philharmonic
remalns an integral element
of the Waukesha County
performing arts community,

“It's a vital part of the
musical ecosystem, and the
cultural life of this region,™
Pla}t sa‘nd.] o

Platt feels that a primar
aim of the concerts is to ce{_
ebrate Waukesha-area com-
munities by highlighting
young composers like
Beranek,

“It"s truly an honor to
work with Maestro Plate and
the Philharmonie, and I'm
grateful for their faith in my
music. As a sixth-pencration
Waukeshan, this is a dream
come true,” Beranek said.





