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INSTRUMENTATION

Piccolo
2 Flutes
2 Oboes
English Horn
2 Clarinets in Bb
Bass Clarinet
2 Bassoons
Contrabassoon

4 Horns in F
3 Trumpets in C
2 Tenor Trombones
Bass Trombone
Tuba

Timpani
Percussion (3 players)*
Piano

Strings

* Player 1: Snare Drum, Tam-Tam, Vibraphone;
Player 2: Suspended Cymbal, Slapstick, Crash Cymbal;
Player 3: Bass Drum, Triangle

Duration: ¢. 10’ 30”

PROGRAM NOTE

“We also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope.
And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love bas been poured out into our bearts through the Holy Spirit.”
ROMAN S §:3—5

In Pilgrimatic Overture, an optimistic main theme (the musical “pilgrim”) is repeatedly challenged
and “attacked” by a grim, chaotic, four-note motive. These two purely musical “characters,” the
Theme and the Motive, are sometimes in the foreground and sometimes hidden, but are
nevertheless always present for the duration of the piece, even though the composition’s overall
form shifts from section to section around them. The Theme, which bursts forth in the first
measure with pride and pomposity, is gradually worn down by its Motivic adversary. After a
prayerful respite, their conflict resumes, swelling to an obliterating point of despair two-thirds of
the way through the piece. After this catastrophic climax, when there seems no possibility for
hope, shards of musical fallout gradually resurrect the Theme: it rises tentatively at first, but
gathers strength and resumes its eternal musical pilgrimage, reassured and more grounded than
when it first began.

—JACOB BERANEK

PERFORMANCE NOTES

= highest possible pitch = as fast as possible
(Does not need to be a clearly (Performer may slow or take breaks as
distinguishable pitch,) necessary, in order for it to be possible.)

All grace notes should be played on the beat, except for occurrences of a flam (one grace note) or
drag (two grace notes) in the snare drum and timpani parts. The four-stroke ruff (three grace notes)
tound throughout measures 16-17, however, should be played on the beat.

—JACOB BERANEK

Performance materials available on hire at www.Beranek Music.com.
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one at a time, asynchronously. These echoing repetitions may continue into the next measure (m. 100), which is simply a placeholder for realignment.

* Each member of the section plays the figure once. The first chair enters as written, followed immediately by the other members of the section
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* Each member of the section repeats the figure, at varying tempi, asynchronously from one another.
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