
CONTACT
jtberanek@gmail.com
(262) 888-2972

WEBSITE
www.BeranekMusic.com

EDUCATION
◆  The Juilliard School   

o D.M.A. in Composition 
(all but dissertation), 
EXPECTED 2027

o M.M. in Composition, 2023
◆  Vanderbilt University                         

o B.M. in Composition, 2021,
summa cum laude, Cornelius 
Vanderbilt Honor Scholar

TEACHERS
COMPOSITION: 
◆  Prof. John Corigliano, 2021–25
◆  Dr. Michael Alec Rose, 2018–21
◆  Dr. Michael Kurek, 2017, 2020
◆  Prof. Ronald Foster, 2015–17 
◆  Prof. Juraj Filas, 2015
◆  Samuel Ecoff, 2007–15

HARMONY & COUNTERPOINT:
◆  Dr. Philip Lasser, 2022–24 
◆  Prof. Carl Smith, 2017–21

PIANO:
◆  Prof. Jama Reagan, 2017–19
◆  Margarita Kontorovsky, 2015–17
◆  Prof. Radoslav Kvapil, 2015                  
◆  Samuel Ecoff, 2007–15

ORGAN:
◆  Dr. Polly Brecht, 2021

CONDUCTING:
◆  Prof. Jeffrey Milarsky, 2024–25
◆  Dr. Thomas Verrier, 2020     
◆  Kreigh Knerr, 2012

ADDITIONAL EDUCATION
• European American Musical 

Alliance (Paris), 2022
• Talis Festival & Academy 
(Saas-Fee, Switzerland), 2018

• Curtis Institute of Music Young 
Artist Summer Program 
(Philadelphia), 2016

• Junior Composers Institute 
(Minneapolis), 2012–15

JACOB BERANEK
Composer, Conductor, Educator, Church Musician, Scholar

C O M P O S E R
With nearly sixty compositions to date—spanning orchestral, chamber, and vocal genres—I seek to 
address the great need for Beauty, Truth, and Goodness in modern culture by continuing the great 
Western tradition of art music rooted in rigorous harmonic, contrapuntal, and formal craftsmanship, 
enlivened by an organic sense of melody and rhythm, and ordered towards Catholic aesthetic ideals. 

RESIDENCIES
• Composer-in-Residence, Midsummer’s Music Festival (Door County, WI), 2017–21 

o Composed four, multi-movement chamber works and delivered four public lectures on music

RECENT PROFESSIONAL PERFORMANCES

CHAMBER
ALIAS Chamber Ensemble
• February 2020

Belvedere Chamber Festival
• June 2023

Blair String Quartet
• April 2022

Chelsea Music Festival
• June 2024

Dolce Suono Ensemble
• October 2024
• May 2017

Euterpe Wind Quintet
• August 2021

Juilliard New Dances
• December 2022 (6 perf.)

The Lee Trio
• March 2024

Midsummer’s Music Festival 
• July 2019 (5 perf.)
• June 2019 (4 perf.)
• August 2018 (4 perf.)
• July 2017 (6 perf.)

Milwaukee Musaik 
• March 2025
• Nov. 2018

Mostly Modern Festival 
• June 2024

Music Northwest 
• December 2024
• April 2024

CHORAL
Choir of Trinity Wall Street
• February 2025

Compline Choir of Seattle
• Aug. 2024 (UK tour)
• April 2024 (Seattle)

The Gesualdo Six
• March 2019

Higher Word Schola Cantorum
• October 2024

Jubilate Chorale
• May 2018 (2 perf.)

Musica Sacra & Kent Tritle
• October 2024

North Dakota State Univ.
• Mar. 2018

Oconomowoc Chamber Choir
• Nov. 2023

Vanderbilt Univ. Sym. Choir
• Feb. 2019 (2 perf.)

SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
Juilliard Orchestra
• March 2023

Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra
• September 2024 

Peninsula Music Festival
• August 2024

Univ. of Wisconsin–Green Bay
• October 2021

Wisconsin Philharmonic
• May 2024
• April 2022
• April 2019

WIND ENSEMBLE
Band of the Castle Guard and 
Czech Police
• Nov. 2018 (Prague Castle)

Oxford University Wind Orch.
• Nov. 2019

Sam Houston State University
• April 2025

Univ. of Wisconsin–River Falls
• May 2018

Vanderbilt Univ. Wind Ens.
• March 2019

SELECTED AWARDS

• American Academy of Arts & Letters Charles Ives Scholarship 2024
• Juilliard Orchestra Composition Competition: Winner 2023
• NFMC Beyer Award: 1st Place, Piano Composition 2022
• ASCAP Morton Gould Young Composer Awards: Finalist 2020
• NFMC Beyer Award: 1st Place, Vocal Music   2020
• Gesualdo Six Composition Competition: 1st Place, Worldwide 2019
• NFMC Beyer Award: 1st Place, Chamber Composition 2019
• NFMC Jr. Composers Competition: 1st Place, Nationwide 2017

RECENT COMMISSIONS

• New York Choreographic Institute  2025
• Peninsula Music Festival Orchestra  2024
• National Czech & Slovak Museum & Library  2024, 2021
• Chelsea Music Festival   2024
• Music Northwest   2023
• Brass Legacy    2022
• Waukesha Area Symphony Band  2021
• Jubilate Chorale   2020
• Vanderbilt Musik Akademie   2020
• Wisconsin Philharmonic   2020, 2019
• Midsummer’s Music Festival (Door County, WI)  2017–20

AD • GLORIAM • DEI • ET • REFECTIONEM • ANIMÆ



E D U C A T O R
EXPERIENCES
• The Juilliard School  2021–present

Juilliard’s Ear Training Teaching Fellowships—distinct from teaching assist-
antships—require Fellows to teach one class session per week of each assigned 
course with no professor present. The Fellow also assists while the professor 
teaches other class sessions, grades all assignments, and holds coaching hours.
o Teaching Fellowships in Ear Training

§ Ear Training II               2021–22
§ Ear Training for Singers             Fall 2022
§ Ear Training I               2022–23
§ Ear Training III               2022–23
§ Ear Training IxIIx               Spring 2023
§ Ear Training IxIIx               2023–24
§ Ear Training IV               2024–25
§ Ear Training IxIIx               2024–25
§ Ear Training III               2025–26
§ Ear Training IV               2025–26

o Teaching Assistant in Doctoral Studies Fall 2025
o Teaching Assistant in Graduate Studies 2021–22
o Music History Department Tutor 2024–25
o Teaching Assistantship in Music Theory Fall 2021

• Composers Institute  July 2023
o Faculty Composer-in-Residence 

Taught fourteen 1-on-1 composition lessons, led a masterclass critiquing 
student compositions, and delivered a lecture about my own music. 

 

C H U R C H   M U S I C I A N
POSITIONS
• Organist (summertime),  2019–24

St. Paul Lutheran Church, Juddville, WI
o Played both services on Sunday mornings, including prelude, postlude, 

offertory, communion, three hymns, and choral accompaniment.
• Choral accompanist,  2015–17

Ascension Lutheran Church, Waukesha, WI 
o Played piano for weekly choir rehearsals and performing with the 

choir during both Sunday services when applicable. 

• Pianist (part-time),  2010–15
First Presbyterian Church of Richfield, WI

o Lacking an organ, this church’s Sunday service was entirely rendered 
on a piano. Responsibilities included playing one or two services per 
month, including prelude, postlude, offertory, communion, two hymns.

SUBSTITUTE EXPERIENCES
• Organist and cantor,   April 22 and May 6, 2023

Nativity of the Bl. Virgin Mary, 
Ozone Park, NY

• Organist,                 December 8, 2024
Immanuel Lutheran Church, 
Manhattan, NY

S C H O L A R
LECTURES
• “Adam Michna’s Czech Lute and Counter-Reformation Bohemia”

o February 27, 2026 (expected)  |  The Juilliard School, New York, NY
o May 2, 2025  |  National Czech & Slovak Museum, Cedar Rapids, IA

• “Juilliard Orchestra Plays Jenkins, Schoenberg & Beethoven: Preconcert Talk”
o September 16, 2024  |  Juilliard Station, The Juilliard School, New York, NY

• “Motivic Economy: Verve and Velocity by Jacob Beranek”
o July 9, 2023  |  Jr. Composers Institute, UW-River Falls, River Falls, WI
o February 2, 2023  |  Morningside University, Sioux City, IA

• “Martinů’s First Symphony: Background and Analysis”
o November 29, 2021  |  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wGXBLoSnKRY 

• “A Journey through Classical Music from a Composer’s Perspective”
o August 11, 2021  |  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1gSiN1NLui0  

• “American Classical Music Since 1941: A Sampling of Eighty Years of Art”
o July 1, 2021  |  Midsummer’s Music Festival, Sturgeon Bay, WI

• “Bohuslav Martinů: Revisiting & Reviving”
o July 29, 2020  |  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zseOww_j4fM

• “The Spirit of the Masters and the State of Classical Music”
o July 4, 2019  |  Midsummer’s Music Festival, Sturgeon Bay, WI

• “The Compositional Process Demystified: From Mozart to Modern Times”
o July 7, 2018  |  Midsummer’s Music Festival, Sturgeon Bay, WI

DOCTORAL DISSERTATION (in progress)
Beranek, Jacob. “Musical and Liturgical 

Traditions in the Organ Version of 
Antonín Dvořák’s Mass in D.” DMA 
diss., The Juilliard School, in progress.

HONORS THESIS
Beranek, Jacob. “Striving for an Omni-

lateral Grasp: An Analysis of Martinů’s 
Symphony No. 2: II. Andante 
moderato, in Light of His Essays on the 
Creative Process.” Honors thesis, 
Vanderbilt University, 2020.

PUBLISHED WRITING
Beranek, Jacob. Review of The Catholic 

Beethoven by Nicholas Chong, Oxford 
University Press, 2024. Sacred Music 152, 
no. 2 (2025): 43–45.

C O N D U C T OR
• Chief conductor, Higher Word Orchestra                 2024–present

Higher Word is a New York-based, Catholic-run ensemble, which presents evening-length orchestral concerts of 
almost exclusively Catholic composers. I conduct the orchestra and also provide commentaries about the composers and 
their spiritual lives. The April 2025 concert, Rise Again: An Easter Symphony, was filmed by EWTN for on-demand 
viewing and may be viewed here: https://ondemand.ewtn.com/Home/Series/ondemand/video/en/rise-again-an-easter-symphony. 

REPERTOIRE
o Beethoven: Symphony No. 5 in C minor (3rd and 4th mvts.)
o Beethoven: “Welten singen – Preiset ihn” from Christus am Ölberge
o Haydn: Concerto for Trumpet and Orchestra in E-flat major (3rd mvt.)
o Haydn: Symphony No. 104 in D major (1st mvt.)
o Mozart: Ave verum corpus
o Mozart: Overture to Le nozze di Figaro
o Mozart: Requiem in D minor (Introit, Dies irae, Lacrimosa)
o Mozart: Symphony No. 40 in G minor (1st mvt.)

o Cherubini: “Pie Jesu” from Requiem in C minor
o Dvořák: Symphony No. 9 in E minor (2nd mvt.)
o Elgar: “Nimrod” from Enigma Variations
o Liszt: “O filii et filiæ” from Christus
o Mahler: Symphony No. 5 (4th mvt.)
o Palestrina: Sicut cervus
o Monteverdi: Vespro della Beata Vergine (1st mvt.)
o Vivaldi: Gloria in D major (1st, 11th, 12th mvts.)
o Vivaldi: Violin Concerto in E major, “Spring”
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